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COVID-19 Weekly Epidemiological Update  
Edition 49, published 20 July 2021 

In this edition:  

¶ Global overview 

¶ Special focus: Release of a detailed WHO COVID-19 global surveillance dashboard 

¶ Special focus: Update on SARS-CoV-2 Variants of Interest and Variants of Concern 

¶ WHO regional overviews 

¶ Key weekly updates 

  

Global overview 
Data as of 18 July 2021 
 

The global number of new cases reported last week (12-18 July 2021) was over 3.4 million, a 12% increase as 

compared to the previous week (Figure 1). Globally, COVID-19 weekly case incidence increased with an average 

of around 490 000 cases reported each day over the past week as compared to 400 000 cases reported daily in 

the previous week. Following a steady decline for over two months, the number of weekly deaths reported was 

similar to the previous week, with almost 57 000 deaths reported. The cumulative number of cases reported 

globally is now over 190 million and the number of deaths exceeds 4 million. At this rate, it is expected that the 

cumulative number of cases reported globally could exceed 200 million in the next three weeks. Last week, four 

Regions (all except the Regions of the Americas and Africa) reported an increase in case incidence. The Western 

Pacific Region recorded the largest increase in case incidence as compared to the previous week, followed by 

the European Region (30% and 21%, respectively) (Table 1). The South-East Asia and Eastern Mediterranean 

Regions also recorded increases in case incidence, 16% and 15%, respectively, as compared to the previous 

week. The number of deaths increased in the South-East Asia and the Western Pacific Regions by 12% and 10%, 

respectively, as compared to the previous week. The African, Eastern Mediterranean and European Regions 

reported similar numbers of deaths as compared to the previous week, whereas the Region of Americas 

reported a 6% decrease.  
 

 Figure 1. COVID-19 cases reported weekly by WHO Region, and global deaths, as of 18 July 2021**  

 
** See Annex 2: Data, table and figure notes 
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The Region of the Americas and the European Region reported the highest weekly case incidence per capita, both 

reporting 95 new cases per 100 000 population, as well as the highest number of deaths per population over the past 

week, with 2.2 and 0.8 new deaths per 100 000 population, respectively. The Eastern Mediterranean and South-East 

Asia Regions reported 48 and 41 new cases per 100 000 population, respectively.  

Despite efforts to extend vaccination coverage, many countries across all six WHO Regions continue to experience 

surges in COVID-19 cases. Over the past week, the highest numbers of new cases were reported from Indonesia (350 

273 new cases; 44% increase), the United Kingdom (296 447 new cases; 41% increase), Brazil (287 610 new cases; 

14% decrease), India (268 843 new cases; 8% decrease), and the United States of America (216 433 new cases; 68% 

increase).  

Globally, cases of the Alpha variant have been reported in 180 countries, territories or areas (hereafter countries; six 

new countries in the past week), while 130 countries (seven new countries) have reported cases of the Beta variant; 

78 countries (three new countries) have reported cases of the Gamma variant; and 124 countries (13 new countries) 

have reported cases of the Delta variant.  

The increases in transmission appear to be driven by four factors: the circulation of more transmissible Variants of 

Concern (VOCs), relaxation of public health social measures originally intended to control transmission, increases in 

social mixing, and the large number of people who remain susceptible to SARS-CoV-2 infection as a result of 

inequitable vaccine distribution around the world.  

Table 1. Newly reported and cumulative COVID-19 cases and deaths, by WHO Region, as of 18 July 2021**  

WHO Region 
New cases 

in last 7 
days (%) 

Change in 
new cases in 
last 7 days * 

Cumulative 
cases (%) 

New deaths 
in last 7 
days (%) 

Change in 
new deaths in 

last 7 days * 

Cumulative 
deaths (%) 

Americas 
967 205 

 (28%) 
0% 

74 734 644 
 (39%) 

22 411 
 (39%) 

-6% 
1 960 619 

 (48%) 

Europe 
885 048 

 (26%) 
21% 

58 319 701 
 (31%) 

7 173 
 (13%) 

0% 
1 204 780 

 (29%) 

South-East Asia 
829 552 

 (24%) 
16% 

36 760 906 
 (19%) 

16 403 
 (29%) 

12% 
526 942 

 (13%) 

Eastern 
Mediterranean 

354 030 
 (10%) 

15% 
11 794 433 

 (6%) 
3 875 
 (7%) 

4% 
226 399 

 (6%) 

Africa 
202 801 

 (6%) 
-5% 

4 589 220 
 (2%) 

4 817 
 (8%) 

-4% 
107 498 

 (3%) 

Western Pacific 
191 009 

 (6%) 
30% 

3 970 165 
 (2%) 

2 088 
 (4%) 

10% 
59 749 

 (1%) 

Global 
3 429 645 

 (100%) 
12% 

190 169 833 
 (100%) 

56 767 
 (100%) 

1% 
4 086 000 

 (100%) 
*Percent change in the number of newly confirmed cases/deaths in past seven days, compared to seven days prior 
** See Annex 2: Data, table and figure notes 
 

For the latest data and other updates on COVID-19, please see: 

¶ WHO COVID-19 Dashboard 

¶ WHO COVID-19 Weekly Operational Update and previous editions of the Weekly Epidemiological 

Update  

https://covid19.who.int/
https://covid19.who.int/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/situation-reports
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/situation-reports
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Figure 2. COVID-19 cases per 100 000 population reported by countries, territories and areas, 12 ς 18 July 2021**  

 
 

** See Annex 2: Data, table and figure notes 
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Figure 3. COVID-19 deaths per 100 000 population reported by countries, territories and areas, 12 ς 18 July 2021** 

 

 

** See Annex 2: Data, table and figure notes 






























